Journal of International Relations and Diplomacy, Volume 2, Issue 1, December, 2025. website: https://contemporarychinaafricajournals.com.ng 
 

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation: A Focus on the Economic Benefits of the Johannesburg 2015 Summit to Africa
Abdullahi Rabi’u Kontagora and Barde Abu Rabi’u
Department of Political Science and International Relations, university of Abuja, Abuja
Phone: +234 706754 3074
+234 8064 639494
Abstract
China-Africa Cooperation as an age longed relation, has recently become omnibus with a wide ranging objectives and palpable impacts over the years. In addition to maintaining its traditional inter-state status, it has also transited to intercontinental based multilateral relations. The objective of this paper is to find out the benefits of the Johannesburg Summit of FOCAC to the African Continent. This will be done through secondary method by content Analysis of existing documents, particularly the existing documents on proceedings of FOCAC and its meetings, relevant books, Academic and Conference papers, dailies and other relevant documents. Findings show that Africa benefited from this summit, those before and after 2015. this is manifest through China’s resolve to assisting Africa to rediscover develiopment paths and windows to modernization. The paper concludes that, Africa and China are two inseparable partners that are jointly fixated in development cooperation. The paper recommends giving emphasis more on industrial capacity byuilding, educational exchanges, agricultural modernization and investment in infrastructure.
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Introduction
The year 2000 ushered in a new dawn and a somewhat unimaginable dimension in China’s relation with African countries. For a relation that was predominantly bilateral and characterized by prominence of bilateral diplomacy hinged on statutory national interest of individual states where the OAU played a minimal role, the new chapter in the china African relations can indeed be said to be ingenious. It is clear from the new method and the ascendancy of the regional bloc or a-whole-hug approach through the AU platform, that African countries fully realized how inevitably connected their destinies are and how the bargaining power in collective diplomacy and the power of international and multilateral diplomacy appear to be the most effective media and tools to negotiate their development and fight their west imposed poverty in the international economic space populated by sophisticated shylocks. As colonialism is still not far from Africa and the African colonialists and their cohorts continue through imperialistic and neo-colonialist subterfuges to rampage its resources, African now appear to know better.
China had a long time history of struggle against colonialists and aggressive neighbours some of who have taken and kept chunks of its territories as colonies. Thus, China easily identified the African needs and how to genuinely intervene through mutually beneficial cooperation and make friends outside the power circle. This experience, interalia, informed it sharing of the cause of African struggle and sympathy for its dire infrastructural and economic wretchedness amidst stupendous natural endowments. As a partner, China had to probe its worth and intentions, but it is to its advantage that it did not have any colonial or hegemonic link with the historical rampage of Africa perpetrated by the west and besides, it accompanied words with actions and redeemed pledges to Africa since FOCAC started 21 years ago. For some of this reasons and for whatever misgivings, apprehensions or reservations African nations have, they find China trustworthy to cooperate and do business with.
Philani (2016) submits that there is a widespread acknowledgement across the African continent that despite the trade imbalances, China remains a reliable partner. This is echoed by South Africa’s Minister of Trade and Industry, who states that: ‘everything they (Chinese) said they would do at Focac in 2012, they pretty well did, and more. There is a good record of delivery on what is agreed at these engagements. They are a pretty reliable partner and that is why something like FOCAC attracts so much attention from African countries. Given this reliability in turning pledging into attainable goals and then implementing them, it is imperative that African countries seize the opportunities presented by FOCAC in order to assist in meeting their individual and collective goals.
Theoretical Framework
Discussing China Africa relations can be done through many theoretical underpinnings depending of which of the ideological divides or conviction one finds himself. ChinaAfrica relations means different thing to different people. Perhaps, the colonial experience of African nations and the economic rivalry existing between China and the Western nations, particularly the superpowers or otherwise, the third party factor, informs the divergence in views concerning China Africa relations. While some will adopt Liberalism to discuss the topic, some will use dependence theory without clear understanding of the Chinese rules of engagement in Africa. Economic Internationalism is equally a good theoretical framework from which to analyse the China Africa relations. As noted by Rourke cited in Sherrif (2013)Economic internationalism as another approach in the study of international economic relation is ideally not unconnected with liberalism, capitalism, laissez-faire and free trade (2009).Economic internationalists believe that international economic relations can be conducted to achieve cooperation, interdependence, integration, free trade and economic interchange among others. The China Africa relation is an all-encompassing package of structural, economic, cultural, intellectual and social developments looking at the contents of all the pre-Johannesburg and Johannesburg Summits.
Liberalism encourages interdependence of countries in a free and an equal status relations in all aspects of developments and as asserted by Joshua cited in Sherrif (2013)globalization has facilitated commerce and trade; promote economic interdependence in communication and technological sectors. Industrialization is also one major sector that has intensified interdependence.
However, given the increasing complexity of governmental system and the essentiality of technical, non-political task facing governments and concomitant need for cooperation, interdependence and integration in that respect, the functionalist theory which is based on that consideration is a better platform and perspective from which to explain the China Africa relations on that FOCAC/AU podium and has thus been adopted by this paper. This is a theory of  inter-regional or inter-continental cooperation and integration profounded a host of political scientists and international theorists such as David Mitrany, Karl Duetsch, Donald Puchala and Amitan Etzioni (Sheriff etal:2013).

China Africa Relations
At the initial stage of cold war, in 1955 a Conference of Non-Aligned nations was held in Bandung, Indonesia, which actually brought African face-to face with Asians. This Asian solidarity was exploited for the purposes of decolonization and struggle for independence by African nations. Mao Tse Tung was one of the key organisers of this conference (Chang et al: 2007).And, as argued by Ishaku et al (2019), this Conference marked the initial engagement of the Chinese in Africa. Other factor which witnessed the consolidation of China-African interactions by the early 1960s is the direct result of China's deteriorating ties with the USSR. With China looking for new allies to fill the vacuum created by the deteriorating engagement with the USSR, Africa happens to be the most available region where China can conveniently develop a counterbalance scheme to tackle the Russian hegemony as well as western imperialism. Due to the fact that China was once also a colonized nation, it saw itself as the leader of the so-called Third World countries (Zheng cited in Ishaku etal:2019)
In the cause of decolonization, African countries drew from the goodwill of these sympathetic developing countries such as China that appeared to support their cause practically and morally. After decolonization, however, the centre-periphery kind of relations dominated the African political space and equally occupied the economic space through structures and agents of imperialism and neo-colonialism, which was well premeditated and entrenched systematically within the fabric of African politics and economy by the departing colonizers. Thus, there was no such resolve to salvage the infrastructural deficit of Africa, but rather, repatriation of its resources through another means. Lamenting the situation, Sheriff et al (2016) asserts that with the decolonization and liberation of Africa from colonial domination, Africa has been struggling to plan for the development of the continent. He added that in this post-independence struggle, Africa has been on its own without fruitful aid that would pave a way for its educational expansion, industrialization, science and technological breakthrough. The foreign aid hitherto given to Africa was not geared towards meaningful development as the donors were not ready for African development and the African leaders were nothing but stooges for perpetual economic imperialism.
With the emergence of China as a new global economic power (being the second largest economy in the world], African countries come to have confidence in China as a new partner in political, economic and socio-cultural relations in contemporary global order. China and Africa share many things in common, thus agree for further cooperation and representation of the developing countries of the world, China has taken the lead to establishing this promising forum on China Africa cooperation (Sherrif:2016).
Earlier, China recognized the importance of Africa with regards to its diplomatic stand-off going on with Taiwan then. China realized that the African countries were a key voting bloc in the United Nations (UN) General Assembly and as such would be able to help veer the UN's decision in the feud with Taiwan to favour them (China). According to Konings cited in Ishaku (2019) apart from having Africa on its side in the context of the Taiwanese question, China has always maintained a strategic partnership with African independent countries since the 1950s. China was involved in many construction projects across Africa while also supporting the independence struggles of various African countries between 1959 and 1970. This directly had a positive influence on the bilateral relations between the two parties. It is noteworthy that during this period, China provided aid to 30 African countries.
FOCAC: Operating on Solid Structures and Contact Mechanisms.
The China Africa relation is sitting on strong structures and contact mechanisms. Apart from the existing relations individual African states have with China, the FOCAC and African Union platform provides a larger and comprehensive medium to address African problems holistically in mutually beneficial relations. Through the Ministerial Conference which takes place every three years and the Summit, follow up of plans of action is ensured. These network of Communication, which have been identified by Balaam and Dillman cited in Sheriff (2016) comprise so many activities through meetings and dialogue mechanisms at various levels in various forms. They include:
i. Ministerial Conference, political consultations between Chinese and African foreign ministers on the sidelines of UN General Assembly,
ii. Senior Officials Meeting (SOMs) and the consultation between the Secretariat of the Chinese Follow-up Committee and the African Diplomatic Corps in China.
iii. The China-Africa Business Conference.
iv. China-Africa People's Forum.
v. Forums on agriculture, science and technology, finance, culture, think tanks, law, youth and women,
Meetings through these mechanisms hold on regular or ad hoc basis. In order to  coordinate and strengthen its cooperation with Africa under the FOCAC framework, the Chinese side has set up a Follow-up Committee, which consists of 27 members including departments under the CPC Central Committee, government agencies, civil organizations and financial institutions (Chinese Embassy:2012).
Like the Chinese did, Africa has to have an effective follow-up mechanism domiciled in African Union and deploy its Regional Economic Cooperations (ECOWAS, SADC, EAC, and ECCAS) to key in appropriately to benefit from the highly auspicious engagement. The arrangement portends seriousness and commitment and close monitoring of the activities of FOCAC.
Does Africa need FOCAC?
Africa is grappling with many problems and challenges: political, economical, social and infrastructural challenges etcetera. The desire to tackle these myriads of developmental challenges through a genuine, sincere and transparent relation, in addition to Chinese performance over the years made FOCAC attractive to 53 out of the 54 African countries. It is inevitable that Africa seeks for assistance from multiple sources, particularly genuine sources. Sheriff et al (2016) asserted on the imperative of FOCAC and the reasons why Africa must make it work to benefit the continent and its people. He submits that:
i. The population of Africa is increasing every year, which suggests the rise in the demands of food items, educational- instructional- materials, more schools, more shelter, more markets, more manufactured goods, more textile materials, and health care system among other things. Rising population in economic terms goes with the rise of all that has been mentioned above, which pave a way for more agricultural consolidation as one area that China- Africa cooperation must re-focus on, especially under its program on food security, ensuring more adequate funding of agricultural mechanization and investment.
ii. It is unequivocal that majority of African population is still agrarian. Under the new Africa, we have that opportunity to rejuvenate agriculture and establish more industrial basis for cooperation. African agricultural produce perish to no avail as a result of lack of industrial capacity to process the produce.
iii. China has this opportunity of investing educationally in Africa, as Africans are thirsty of knowledge in this century. We see the outflow of Africans to UK, the USA, Europe and Asia seeking for knowledge. China can establish such institutions of learning in Africa with modern facilities, especially in the areas of medicine, engineering, sciences, technical and vocational education and other relevant areas that are essential for development.
iv. With the increasing nature of African population, the issue of healthcare is significant in China-Africa cooperation. There is the need for training more African doctors and getting more of them. The cooperation has the opportunity to produce more and more African doctors by encouraging African students to study in the field of medicine. African Doctors are either limited or consumed by external brain drain as a result of hitherto, lack of incentives to medical practitioners even though our societies needed them.
v. Africa also needs more engineers and architects that will redesign Africa alongside the infrastructure dream of the continent. China has a greater opportunity in building Africa infrastructurally. We appreciate Chinese effort in making use of the African labour force in the construction processes of Africa. There is also the need to develop more skills, training for African builders to facilitate the development of African talents and support them in contributing their own quota towards building Africa. 
Fortunately for Africa, China as a partner has made far reaching commitments in all these areas of concern itemized by Sheriff, in the Johannesburg Summit of FOCAC.However, while China is making commitments in all aspects of developments, it is Africa that needs to intensify pursuit to ensure that these commitments materialize to concrete developments. For Africa to develop, it must remove the shackles of its colonial past and the neo-colonial influence of its current situation with are anti-developmental to it.And,since Africa cannot develop in isolation, the collective approach to development adopted through the FOCAC appears to be the best strategy to go about it.       

The Johannesburg Summit
It is important to understand that the Johannesburg Summit is a follow up summit towards assessing progress and making more commitments by two sides of China and Africa to upgrade and boost the relations.The Johannesburg Summit is the second Summit of the Forum and its sixth Ministerial Conference since FOCAC was established in 10 October, 2000 in Beijing China. Among other things, the Summit was an avenue to make rededication through words and actions by the two sides and leap far forward. The Summit took place from 3-5th, December in Johannesburg, South Africa.    
The summit ushered in a comprehensive or rather an omnibus package announced by President Xi Jinping, on behalf of the Chinese government, the upgrading from New-type Sino-African Strategic Partnership to a comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership to conduct 10 Major China-Africa Cooperation Plans so as to create a blueprint for China-Africa practical cooperation. These plans cover areas of industrialization, agricultural modernization, infrastructure, financial services, green development, trade and investment facilitation, poverty reduction and public welfare, public health, people-to-people exchanges, and peace and security. In respect of economic and trade domains, China and Africa intend to implement cooperation in industrialization, agricultural modernization, infrastructure, green development, trade and investment facilitation, poverty reduction and public welfare, and public health (Chinese Min of Commerce:2015)
 As observed by Philani (2016) not only did the recent FOCAC seek to highlight China’s commitment towards Africa’s industrialisation, but it also sought to emphasise its commitment to areas such as agriculture, health, culture and people to people relations, and the training of Africa’s human resources as ways to deepen cooperation. China’s President Xi Jinping’s announcement of a 10 point plan for Africa’s development plan was accompanied by a massive US$60 billion to ensure its success.
Johannesburg Summit: Building on a strong Foundation.
During the FOCAC Summit in Johannesburg, the two sides reviewed and expressed satisfactions with the present state of relations and some progress made. These include the following:
i. Applauded the positive contribution FOCAC had made over the past 15 years since its inception in advancing the comprehensive and in-depth development of China-Africa relations, and agreed that FOCAC had become both a key platform for collective dialogue between China and African countries, and an effective mechanism for practical cooperation.
ii. The two sides agree that the current development strategies of China and Africa are highly compatible as China works for the Two Centenary Goals and as Africa implements Agenda 2063 and its First 10-Year Implementation Plan and that the two sides shall make full use of their comparative advantages to transform and upgrade mutually beneficial cooperation focusing on better quality and higher efficiency to ensure the common prosperity of our peoples.
iii. The two sides expressed satisfaction with the effective implementation of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation Beijing Action Plan (2013-2015) adopted at the 5th  Ministerial Conference of FOCAC, and decide, in the spirit of the Johannesburg Declaration to jointly establish and develop comprehensive strategic and cooperative partnership between China and Africa featuring political equality and mutual trust, economic cooperation for win-win results, exchanges and mutual learning between Chinese and African civilizations, mutual assistance in security affairs, as well as solidarity and cooperation in international affairs.
iv. The two sides jointly formulate and adopt with consensus this Action Plan in order to implement the outcomes of the Summit and the Conference, and chart the course of China-Africa friendly and mutually beneficial cooperation in all fields in the next three years under the theme of "China-Africa Progressing Together: Win-Win Cooperation for Common Development
This paper considers the above points important for they assess the condition and base on which the Johannesburg Summit was conducted and the optimism the two sides have for the success of the cooperation.    
Economic Benefits of Johannesburg Summit to Africa
The Johannesburg summit of the FOCAC is a watershed in China Africa relations, given the 10 point Cooperation plan rolled out by China’s President Xi Jinping for Africa’s development which was accompanied by a massive US$60 billion to ensure its success. The two sides also committed to scaling up trade to US$400 billion in 2020 from US$220 billion in 2014, while mentioning the desire for more balanced trade in future. In order to assist in boosting trade, China further pledged to implement 50 trade promotion programmes across the continent. The 10 point plans if painstakingly implemented, rhetorics aside, will serve as catalyst to stimulate development in all spheres of African life.
The economic benefits of the Johannesburg Summit are expected to cover as far as the 10 China-Africa cooperation plans cover and beyond.These areas cover industrialization, agricultural modernization, infrastructure, financial services, green development, trade and investment facilitation, poverty reduction and public welfare, public health, people-to-people exchanges, and peace and security. However, this paper will dwell on the economic benefits of the Forum to Africa on economic domains. On this aspect, China and Africa intend to implement cooperation in industrialization, agricultural modernization, infrastructure, green development, trade and investment facilitation, poverty reduction and public welfare, and public health (Chinese Ministry of Trade:2012)
As noted by Sheriff etal (2016),with successful democratic transition in Nigeria, Tanzania, Togo, Ivory Coast among others, more sense of democracy is sweeping the continent of Africa and new initiatives in education, agriculture, security, technological research and developmental issues will be key areas of priority. Full implementation of the previous action plans and consolidating other areas such as poverty unemployment, food security, trade and investment are potential points to consider.
Philani (2016) identified commitments on specific areas covered by the 10 point cooperation Plan, which if implemented would be immense benefit to Africa and will by implication stimulate growth and development in Africa. These commitments include:
i. Scaling up trade to US$400 billion in 2020 from US$220 billion in 2014, while mentioning the desire for more balanced trade in future. To do that China further pledged to implement 50 trade promotion programmes across the continent.
ii. Emphasis on industrialisation. In reference to Africa’s industrialisation, the Africa policy paper states that ‘China will make prioritizing support for Africa's industrialization a key area and a main focus in its cooperation with Africa in the new era.
iii. This is partly operationalised through the Memorandum of Understanding on the Promotion of China-Africa Cooperation in the Fields of Railway, Highway, Regional Aviation Networks and Industrialisation and through China setting up a ChinaAfrica production capacity cooperation fund with an initial pledge of US$10 billion.
iv. Strong commitment to supporting Africa’s agricultural modernisation, the construction of national and regional energy production, and the development of various aspects of the marine economy in relevant countries. These would all play a critical role in fuelling industrialisation efforts on the continent while transferring the labour intensive competitive industrial capacities of China to various African countries.
v. The Africa policy makes mention of various tools to finance this ambitious agenda, including preferential loans, the China-Africa Development Fund, special loans for African small and medium sized enterprises, the Africa Growing Together Fund, China-Africa industrial cooperation fund, and the BRICS’ New Development Bank. In addition to this, it is stated that least developed countries adhering to the One China policy would continue to be granted zero-tariff treatment for 97 percent of taxable items in order to ensure the continued access of African commodities into the Chinese market.
vi. The action plan adopted in Johannesburg goes into more detail with China offering US$35 billion of concessional loans and export credits, while pledging to expand the China-Africa Development Fund from US$5 billion to US$10 billion. In addition to this, China also committed to gradually expanding the Special Loans to Support Small and Medium Sized Enterprises in Africa from US$1 billion to US$6 billion. Alluding to the implementation of the SDGs, Chinese support for Africa was also expressed through the establishment of the Assistance Fund for South-South Cooperation. LDCs further benefited through China exempting the outstanding intergovernmental interest free loans due by the end of 2015 in what has become a traditional offering in these high level meetings under FOCAC.
vii. In the area of development cooperation, the policy paper states that ‘China's assistance will be primarily used in the areas of human resources development, infrastructure, medical care and health, agriculture, food security, climate change response, desertification prevention and control, and wildlife and environmental protection, and for humanitarian purposes, with the aim to help African countries alleviate poverty, improve people's livelihoods and build up capacity for independent development,’ which is also echoed in the action plan adopted in Johannesburg.
viii. Twenty billion Renminbi Yuan has been allocated for setting up the China South-South Cooperation Fund to support other 3 developing countries combat climate change.
ix. These commitments in the Africa policy also find expression in the Johannesburg action plan, with China offering 2000 degree education opportunities and 30,000 government scholarships to African countries. In terms of vocational education, 40 000 training opportunities in China were agreed to, while China will assist in the training of 200,000 local African vocational and technical personnel. Among media professionals, 1000 annual training slots have been reserved for African journalists and press professionals, while 200 African scholars would visit China annually over the next three year period. African youths also stand in line to benefit from China-Africa youth mutual visits, with 500 African youths to be invited per annum. 
Assessing the performance of the Johannesburg Summit and its benefit to Africa, Krishan (2018) identified three areas which he asserted that China is on the right direction. These areas are: Agricultural development, Green development, Training initiative. He observed that there was a focus on supporting agricultural modernisation. China is already entrenched in African agriculture, exchanging knowledge and expertise as well as trading in commodities. He added that looking at the numbers, it’s likely that they are particularly interested in investing in sesame crops – of the US$550 million of agro-products Africa exported to China in 2017, sesame accounted for US$449 million. He concluded that China seems to be planning a strategic long-term engagement in African agriculture and President Xi’s speech holds promise for deeper cooperation. By implication, Africa must wake up to the reality and change the narrative of its pattern of export and import and its consumerist status in a highly developed world.
With regard to the green development, he averred that after natural resources, the biggest exports to China are forestry products, which in 2017 totalled over US$1.35 billion, up from US$747 million in 2010. This implies China has amassed huge volumes of wood from Africa, with the latter bearing the environmental costs. With growing demand for forestry products in China, investing in green development is an obvious strategic move.
On training initiative for Africa, Krishan(2018) opined that China-led training initiative in Africa far exceed those provided by Northern aid programmes.
Moreover, Linda (2018) identified two interesting initiatives that China put forward. The first one being its commitment to support African exports to China, especially of non-mineral products. China is Africa’s biggest trading partner, importing more than US$70 billion worth of goods in 2017. She however critiqued the pattern of the export that more than 95% of the exported products were minerals, fuels and other commodities. She submitted that African countries need to diversify their export structure to become more resilient. This initiative by China is a step in the right direction, and other countries should actively pursue similar policies.
The other area concerns the ten Luban Workshops skill training  announced by President Xi,which she noted are already running in other countries, but not in Africa.She averred that many countries in Africa face a massive skills gap and that existing technical and vocational training programmes are often not in line with industry’s needs. She noted that while many development partners are already engaged in skills training in Africa, the scale of the challenge surely requires more effort,noting that   the real test will be the implementation of these initiatives on the ground but for now it feels like a step in the right direction for Africa.
The financial Commitment made by China at the Johannesburg 2015 Summit and its concomitant benefits  will be determined by the redemption of pledges by both China and Africa and the readiness of the two parties to transform words into action. The expected benefits of the Summit is briefly summarized in the table below:
	S/N
	Project
	Funds/Investment
	   Components/Channel of implementation
	   Benefits/Comments   

	1
	10 Plan take off fund
	$2billion
	 
	Enabled the Plan to start early

	2
	Investment in Africa 
and Econ cooperation
	$100billion in 2020
	 Trade assistant programmes, capacity building, Zero 
Tariff to the least developed countries,
e-commerce cooperation, Cooperation on customs, 
Inspections and Standard
	Injected fund into 
The macro- economic stream
, creation of job,
 reduction of poverty etc

	3
	Industrialization
	$10billion
	To support China Africa Industry Partnering and industrial Capacity 
cooperation, Transfer of labour-intensive competitive
 capacities to Africa, Pilot demonstration,
upgrading of a number of industrial parks,etc
	To stimulate industrialization
,create jobs, reduce poverty
,improved  living condition

	4
	Agricultural Modernization
	Not specific
	 Asst with 30 teams of experts, Food Security, Agric Policy, Water Conservancy
,Irrigation, Special programme for food through UNFAO
	Food security, 
Facilitation 
and modernisation farming method, yield increasing 
create jobs,
 create wealth, etc

	5
	Infrastructure
	$10billion
	 Promotion of China-Africa Cooperation in the Fields of Railway, Highway, 
Regional Aviation Networks and Industrialisation  through China 
setting up a China Africa production capacity cooperation fund
 with an initial pledge
, PPP, BOT, establishment of 5 Transport Universities to facilitate infrastructural connectivity,
 Investment in all sources of power, grid construction and maintenance,etc
	Stimulate development, Create jobs, create wealth,
improved living condition

	6
	Financial Services
	$35billion
	Concessional loans to support industrial capacity
 cooperation, infrastructure building,
 energy resources, Agric and Manufacturing etc
	To expand ChinaAfrica
 from $5 to $10billion

	7
	Green Development
	20billion
Renmimbi Yuan 
	To set up China South-South cooperation fund to support 
3 Developing Countries and fight climate change
	Check deforestation, generate revenue, combat climate change
create jobs and prosperity

	8 
	Trade and investment
	Not specific
	Establishment of free trade Zones,Logistcis,
standardardization of quality of products,
processing and Manufacturing in Africa, 
Local employment, Technology Transfer, human capacity development,50 promotion Assistant programmes etc
	To scale up trade to
 $400billion in 2020,
create jobs, create wealth, improve living condition etc

	9
	Poverty Reduction
 Public Welfare
	Not Specific
	Strengthening  cooperation in poverty reduction
 between PRC and African Union
,ChinaAfrica Poverty Eradication and Development
 conference, poverty eradication strategies and policies,
consultancy on poverty eradication,
10,000 African village demonstration on poverty
 eradication programmes
	Creation of awareness and enlightenment on how to be productive,
engaged and how to eradicate poverty

	10
	 Public Health
	Not specific
	Assist in health delivery  and treatment of disease, Medical infrastructure, 
operation of Hospitals and production of drugs in Africa, renovation and equipping of hospital with medical facilities etc
	Creating a healthy
 people and 
wealthy people,
Creation of jobs and improved
 living condition.


Source: African Review (2018).
African Union Assessment of the Johannesburg Summit of 2015
In order to verify the benefits and impact of the Johannesburg Summit, there is need to follow up on the progress report of implementation of the plan. According to Musa (2016), African Union representative at the Assessment meeting of the Johannesburg Summit in Beijing China, 2016 the implementation level of the Summit so far is impressive. He asserted that: 
China puts $46 billion into Africa's economy. The meeting appreciated the prompt action taken by both China and Africa in the implementation of the Johannesburg summit outcomes, with South African Minister of Foreign Affairs Honourable Maite Nkoana Mashabane declaring that “In a matter of months (since Johannesburg), we are busy with implementation, unlike past partnerships whose implementation would take a long time. By 2018 we shall have completed the first phase of action and ordinary Africans will be feeling the difference made by the partnership”. Minister Mahamat expressed Africa’s hope to see greater synergy between the outcomes of Johannesburg and Africa’s agenda 2063 and its ten year implementation plan.
From the above report, it can clearly be seen that the African Union, which is the secretariat of FOCAC in Africa is satisfied with the level of implementation of the programmes of the Johannesburg Summit.
Conclusion
Africa and China are two inseparable partners that are jointly fixated in development cooperation. FOCAC is twenty one years old and within this time, China has shown unflinching commitment to the relations and contribution to African development through the platform despite criticism by third party who are predominantly its natural opponents. This was acknowledged by Africans themselves in the previous Ministerial Conferences prior to the Johannesburg Summit.
Further to that, the 10 point action plan rolled out by the Chinese President during the Johannesburg Summit is a complete development template for Africa. More so, the plan is being accompanied by huge financial commitment to facilitate implementation. It is clear that China has displayed good intention and action to assist Africa to develop, it should therefore continue to redeem its pledges and on its own part, Africa needs to work hard to change negative of attitude of its people, poor maintenance culture and corruption, which are all antithetical to progress and development. 
Looking at the terms of agreement and commitments or rather the take-aways of Johannesburg Summit, the Chinese side is making a lot of offer to the African side with Africans expected to provide a conducive atmosphere for investment and fulfil pledges from its side.
In as much as the China wants to assist Africa, African should not be disillusioned by Chinese magnanimity and should realize that in international economic relations countries do not invest to lose; they invest for the purpose of profits and national interest drive.
China has proven through its meteoric development from a virtually poor economy and a third world nation to the second most powerful economy in the world within a period less than a century that it has the resources and the structures to undertake and fulfil its commitments and recover its investments.
There is a rather inherent trade imbalance between China and Africa, noted by some as quantitative inequalities, which must be corrected, lest Africa will be in for a new and greater dimension dumping economic status of its finished products from China.
Industrial technology transfer by China to Africa needs to be accompanied by practically teaching Africans how to domesticate the technology using local contents and production of African related commodities and products. This should be aimed at integrating Africa and its products into the world market and economy as a producer not a consumer.
Africa’s consumption pattern needs to be changed so that they can consume and export home-made products. There is therefore need for re-orientation in that regard. For as long as Africans do not patronize home-made products, there is no way it can be valued by foreigners and become economic products. 
Recommendations
Given the stupendous offer the Chinese side is making to the African side, Africa should work hard to maintain the trust and have maximum benefit from this international cooperation, because to whom much is given much is expected. The third party factor interference must be contained.
Much as China wants to assist Africa to develop, Africa must not only be zealous to develop but show in practical term their willingness to do so by fulfilling all pledges on all commitments from its side.
More Emphasis should be given to industrial capacity byuilding, educational exchanges, agricultural modernization and investment in infrastructure.
The typical negative African attitude towards governments’ property, abandonment of capital projects by succeeding governments or lack of policy continuity, poor maintenance culture and virulent corruption must be overcome to enable any meaningful development to take place in Africa.
Africans should continue to work as a team and should not allow the third party factor to negatively affect the relation. In that regard, African should hasten to establish its FOCAC coordinating office in Beijing for regular follow-ups since China has already established its coordinating office in Addis Ababa.Also AU and NEPAD should coordinate the China Africa relations to ensure level playing ground for all countries and the collective benefits from spill over of development activities and projects. 
Africa should lay emphasis on the well thought out roadmap on development which comprises industrialization, investment and infrastructure, rather than loans. Where necessary, loans should be avoided or downplayed.
China should be strict in monitoring funds released by it in form of grants or aids for development purposes in order to avoid diversion, wastage and embezzlement. This will greatly assist Africa on ensuring that funds are used for the purpose they are meant, check corruption and theft.
All monies collected as loans should be strictly utilized for the purpose they are accessed as such debts must be serviced whether used or misused.
Africa must bridge the quantitative imbalance in trade in order to grow the trade and change the existing unfavourable state and to move from beyond just supplying raw materials, into supplying some value added products. Until this is done the lopsided nature of the trade will continue to the detriment of Africa. 
On the aspect of governance, Africa should continue to work towards stable region, in order to create an enabling environment without which the development cannot be attained.
There should be effective regional monitoring mechanism of performance of projects and development related funds.In that regard African Union should be mandated in order to help members to be consistent, focused and accountable.
Regional Economic Cooperations (RECS) should be well regulated and managed to benefit from the arrangement rather than be causing friction and discord at the regional levels.
Progress and achievements made from 2015 to 2018 should be assessed, consolidated and be utilized in determining consequent progress in the future.
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